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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1. A method of transporting a device having a cryogen from a first facility 
to a second facility, comprising actively maintaining the cryogen in the device within 
pre-determined parameters during at least of portion of a route of travel of the device 
from the first facility to the second facility. 

2. The method as recited in claim 1, comprising monitoring conditions of 
the cryogen during at least a portion of the travel of the device from the first facility to 
the second facility. 

3. The method as recited in claim 2, wherein monitoring comprises 
monitoring remotely. 

4. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein actively maintaining 
comprises supplying the device with resources for cooling the cryogen a third facility 
located at an intermediate point along the route of travel. 

5. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein actively maintaining 
comprises supplying the device with resources for cooling the cryogen via a portable 
supply unit. 

6. The method as recited in claim 1 , comprising providing the device to the 
second facility such that the device is in a superconductive state. 

7. The method as recited in claim 1, comprising providing power to a 
cryogen cooling system of the device to recondense the cryogen. 
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8. The method as recited in claim 1, comprising providing replacement 
cryogen to the device. 

9. The method as recited in claim 1, comprising providing commands 
remotely for actively maintaining the cryogen. 

10. The method as recited in claim 1, comprising maintaining the device in a 
superconductive state. 

11. The method as recited in claim 1, comprising actively maintaining the 
cryogen in the device within pre-determined parameters upon delivery of the device to 
the second facility and prior to coupling of the device to resources of the second facility. 

12. A transportation system for a device having cryogen, comprising: 
means for actively maintaining the cryogen in the device within pre-determined 

parameters during at least a portion of a route of the travel of the device from a first 
facility to a second facility. 

13. A computer program for a device having cryogen, comprising: 

code for actively maintaining the cryogen in the device within pre-determined 
parameters during at least a portion of a route of the travel of the device from a first 
facility to a second facility. 

14. An apparatus for use with a device having cryogen and a cryogenic 
cooling system, comprising: 

a portable resource supply configured to provide resources to the cryogenic 
cooling system of the device such that the cryogen cooling system maintains the cryogen 
within pre-determined parameters during transportation of the device from a first facility 
to a second facility. 
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15. The system as recited in claim 14, wherein the apparatus comprises 
monitoring circuitry configured to monitor conditions of at le£ist one of the cryogen and 
the cryogen cooling system during transportation of the device. 

5 16, The system as recited in claim 15 wherein the apparatus is configured to 

transmit inforaiation regarding the monitored conditions to a remote location. 

17. The system as recited in claim 16 wherein the apparatus is configured to 
transmit the information regarding the monitored conditions via a network. 

10 

1 8. The system as recited in claim 14, wherein the apparatus is configured to 
receive commands for controlling the cryogen cooling system. 

19. The system as recited in claim 14, wherein the device comprises and 
1 5 imaging device. 

20. A method of maintaining a cryogenic imaging device during transport 
fi"om a first facility to a second facility, comprising: 

receiving the cryogenic imaging device fi"om the first facility at a third facility 
20 via a first transportation provider, wherein the third facility is located at an intermediate 

point on a transportation route between the first and second facilities; 

actively maintaining cryogen within in the cryogenic imaging device within pre- 
determined parameters via resources of the third facility; and 

providing the cryogenic imaging device to a second transportation provider for 
25 transportation to the second facility. 

21. The method as recited in claim 20, wherein actively maintaining 
comprises providing replacement cryogen to the cryogenic imaging device. 
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22. The method as recited in claim 20 wherein actively maintaining 
comprises providing operating power to a cryogen cooling system of the cryogenic 
imaging device. 

23. The method as recited in claim 20, wherein actively maintaining 
comprises monitoring conditions of the imaging device while at the third facility. 

24. The method as recited in claim 20, comprising maintaining the cryogenic 
device in a superconductive state. 

25. The method as recited in claim 20, wherein the first and second 
transportation providers are the same. 

26. The method as recited in claim 20, wherein actively maintaining 
comprises providing commands to a cryogen cooling system of the cryogenic imaging 
device. 

27. The method as recited in claim 20, wherein the third facility is located 
proximate to a transportation hub. 

28. The method as recited in claim 20, comprising determining if the second 
facility is prepared to receive the cryogenic imaging device prior to providing the 
imaging device to the second transportation provider. 

29. The method as recited in claim 20, comprising estimating a travel time 
for transportation of the cryogenic imaging device to the second facility from the third 
facility prior to providing the imaging device to the second transportation provider. 

30. The method as recited in claim 29, comprising providing the cryogenic 
imaging device to the second transportation provider such that the estimated travel time 
is within a pre-determined time period. 
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31. A system for use with a cryogenic imaging device during transport from 
a first facility to a second facility, comprising: 

means for actively maintain cryogen within the cryogenic imaging device within 
predetermined parameters via resources of an intermediate facility located on a route of 
5 travel between the first facility and the second facility. 

32. A computer program for use with a cryogenic imaging device located at 
a first facility, wherein the first facility is located at an intermediate point on a route of 
travel between a second facility and a third facility, the computer program being located 

10 on one or more tangible media, comprising: 

code for actively maintaining cryogen within the cryogenic imaging device 
within predetermined parameters via resources of the first facility. 

33. A maintenance system for use during transportation of a cryogenic 
1 5 imaging device from a first facility to a second facility, comprising: 

a third facility located at an intermediate point on a route of travel between the 
first facility and the second facility, wherein the third facility is configured to actively 
maintain cryogen in the cryogenic imaging device within predetermined parameters. 

20 34. The maintenance system as recited in claim 33, wherein the third facility 

is located proximate to a transportation hub. 

35. The maintenance system as recited in claim 33, wherein the third facility 
includes a supply of cryogen for the cryogenic imaging device. 

25 

36. The maintenance system as recited in claim 33, wherein the third facility 
is configured to provide operational power to a cryogen cooling system of the cryogenic 
imaging device. 

30 37. The maintenance system as recited in claim 33, wherein the third facility 

is configured to monitor conditions of the cryogenic imaging device. 
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38. The maintenance system as recited in claim 33 wherein the third facility 
is configured to provide command instructions to the cryogenic imaging device. 

39. The maintenance system as recited in claim 33 wherein the third facility 
is configured to communicate information regarding the cryogenic imaging device to a 
remote location via a network. 

40. A method of transporting a device having a cryogen fi-om a first facility 
to a second facility, comprising actively maintaining the cryogen in the device within 
pre-determined parameters during at least of portion of a route of travel of the device 
fi"om the first facility to the second facility via resources of a third facility located on the 
route at a point intermediate the first and second facilities. 
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